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Soprema HQ expansion to score environmental points inside
and out
STAN BULLARD � � � �

Vocon

A light-filled, and light-rich on the inside, expansion is in the works for the 1992-vintage Soprema U.S. headquarters at 310 Quadral Drive in Medina
County.

Soprema U.S., the American unit of a French company, is undertaking a project in
Wadsworth that the city values at about $12 million.

Soprema U.S., an arm of Strasbourg, France-based Soprema Group, is about to make its
headquarters a showplace for architects, builders and its neighbors in a Wadsworth industrial
park.
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Cleveland architecture firm Vocon has designed an expansion for the company's
headquarters that will give it a shimmery modern exterior and integrate many of the
company's products for the building market into the project. Many are environmentally
friendly products that reduce building impacts and aim to make it a nearly zero-emission
building.

Metal panels, or louvers, that help shade the building from direct sunlight will be imported
from Europe for the building because the company does not yet sell them in the United
States.

At the same time, the design will replace a workmanlike concrete building dating from 1992
with a contemporary design.

Jodi van der Wiel, design director at Vocon, said the project's goal is "to create an exciting
new space that energizes employees while advancing environmental and human
sustainability. The design re-imagines the dated, existing structure with a highly efficient
space matching the needs of an evolving workforce."

To that end, the structure will have features such as Soprema's green roof, which will also go
onto new terraces, its vegetation-covered walls and the company's legacy waterproof roofing
and associated building products.

Tim Kersey, Soprema U.S. CEO, said in an interview the design is not only prized by
privately held Soprema's owner, Pierre-Etienne Bindschedler, but the investment also will
meet business goals for the company in Medina County.

"We've grown so much over the last 10 years that we needed to get everyone back under
one roof," Kersey said, as it has staffers not only in its headquarters and production structure
but also in two other buildings nearby.

While the plan has been years in the making, the pandemic disruption and the rise of the
work-from-home era is not changing the course of the project.

"We don't think fully remote work is sustainable," Kersey said. "It was time to put everyone
back under one roof. We think people need interaction. It's healthier. You cannot replace, as
they used to say, 'water cooler talk.' "

The expansion and updating will mean a lot for Soprema staffers.
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Nick Randjelovic, Soprema's director of business development and technical services, said in
a Zoom interview, "We're all excited to be in one building. We don't want to have to jump in
our cars to do business together. And we'll enjoy the open-office design."

Robert Patrick, Wadsworth's service director, said the city is glad that Soprema is expanding
in town, not only for what he described as a $12 million project but because of its role in the
community.

"This will bring more people to the community at its (new) training center, and they are a
fantastic community member," Patrick said. "Our senior center and a cafe there are known as
the Soprema Senior Center and Soprema Cafe because of their contribution to the project."

By the numbers, the project will add 12,000 square feet to the headquarters and production
building of 15,000 square feet. The project will update everything, including heating and
cooling systems.

Soprema employs 92 people in its headquarters administrative and research units, and
another 52 in its plant.

The Wadsworth location means the project not only uses city water but relies on the city's
municipal power system, which incorporates the use of two solar arrays in town.

Van der Wiel said the use of green electricity will allow the project to come in far below the
energy requirements under the AIA's 2030 challenge, a goal to slash energy use to combat
climate change.

Soprema has sold its products in the U.S. since 1985, but current staffers do not know why it
landed in Wadsworth for its first headquarters and production building here.
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